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SCENE 1: Prelude

Lights out.

In utter darkness Singer chants "'Q Dayspring”.

Advent IV O Oriens
0 ., : e ;
¥y }}\_ ]
e o e S ~ > =5 =
o il w1z e ey e
0 Day 3 . spring, Bright-ness of Light ev - er - last-ing,
0O 1
? i\vi !‘; m— B = 1 = = ——
Ay e # — I =
(3 - &
and Sun of Right-eous- ness: Come and en - light - en
r e —
¥ Sy | |

4
O 1.

_?iqu = 1

L A =K :'—'—-—*'—'L__.’__J[_,_Jz__,___t,_a e

) - - N

dark - ness, and the sha - dow of Death

those. who sit___ in___



Player rings bells as entire cast enters wearing glow sticks as halos and files into place.
Once cast is in place, Player rings Handbells, Rita plays pitch pipe, and song begins.

1. Creator of the stars of night,
Your people's everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,
We pray you hear us when we call.

2. In sorrow that the ancient curse
Should doom to death a universe,
You came, O Savior, to set free
Your own in glorious liberty.

3. When this old world drew on toward night,
You came; but not in splendor bright,
Not as a monarch, but the child
Of Mary, blameless mother mild.

4. At your great Name, O Jesus, now
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow:
All things on earth with one accord,
Like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord.

5. Come in your holy might, we pray,
Redeem us for eternal day;
Defend us while we dwell below
From all assaults of our dread foe.

6. Creator of the stars of night,
Your people's everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,
We pray you hear us when we call.
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Player sounds bowl bells 3 times as Lights come up % way and Cast moves quickly to opening places:
Elizabeth, Zechariah & People-Vestry door

Angels-Presider's Chair

Mary-Chapel door

Joseph-Fabian Room door
Sheep-seated w/parents and/or “sheep wranglers” in the front row

Rank 3 angels sit at Chinese scroll

Sign Language Interpreters move 1o center aisle of the church and sign while

Singers Chant "In the Beginning the Word Was ™ (MFL # 53)



53 In the beginning the word was
Fabian Hymn of St. John Chant
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SCENE 2: The Angels & Zechariah

Player sounds Bowl bells 3 times
Lights come up all the way

And Cast moves to places for Scene 2:
Zechariah goes 1o the waist of the church and adds incense to the standing thurible.

A crowd of “pray-ers” gather w/Elizabeth outside the temple (af the waist of the church) praying.
As peaple go to places, Narrator 1 begins...

Narrator 1:There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

Narrator 2: In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah. Zechariah and
his wife, Elizabeth, were righteous before God, but they had no children, and both were getting on in

years.

Narrator 1: Once when old Zechariah was serving as priest before God, he was chosen 1o enter the
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. The whole assembly of the people was praying outside.

Prayer-s sirike a series of 4 poses, repeated 3x as Player plays woodsticks:

1,23 4+a

1,23 4+a

1,234

Narrator 1: Suddenly there appeared to him an angel of the Lord.
Player sounds bowl bells

as Gabriel appears (with Rank 1 Angels) and moves down the solea and into place. Once Angels are
in place, the bells stop ringing, and the Angels boom:

Gabriels & Rank 1 Angels: ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah.

Zechariah faints in terror. Rank 1 angels surround Zechariah and bolster him up

Gabriel 1: Your prayer has been heard.

Gabriel 2: Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John.

Gabriel 1: You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the
sight of the Lord.

Gabriel 2: Even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Gabriel 1: He will turn many people to the Lord their God.

Gabriel 2: With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him,

Gabriel 1: to turn the hearls of parents lo their children,

Gabriel 2: and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous,

Gabriels: 10 make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’

Zechariah: (ar first hopeful, then resigned to disbelief) This....this...this is
...unbelievable...inconceivable. 1am a faithful man, but I am an o/d man. And my wife is a faithful



woman... but she is an o/d woman.’

Gabriel 1: (insulted and proud) ‘1 am Gabriel.

Gabriel 2: | stand in the presence of God,

Gabriels: and | have been sent to bring you this good news.
Gabriel 1: But now, because you did not believe my words,
Gabriel 2: which will be fulfilled in their time,

Gabriel 1:you will become mute,

Gabriel 2: unable to speak,

Gabriels: until the day these things occur.’

Angel storms off in a huff and a whirlwind, with Rank 1 Angels following (return to Presider's Chair)
After a moment, Zechariah staggers out towards the praying crowd.

Pray-er 1 (Aidan): Zechariah, are you okay? What happened?

Zechariah (stunned, dazed, and confused he signs): Light. Light. And there was light.
Pray-er 2 (Alexandra): What? What are you saying? What happened?

Zechariah (with increased clarity and conviction he signs): Light. Light. And there was light.
Pray-er 3 (Rosie): Have you lost your senses? What happened? What's going on?
Zechariah (jubilantly, urgently he signs): Light. Light. And there was light.

CANTOR: Turn in your books to #4, Break Forth O Beauteous Heavenly Light. Remain seated
and sing #4 in your books.

During the song:

Stagehand removes incense and stand

Elizabeth, Zechariah go wait beside Presider's chair.

Pray-ers wait by doors.

Mary goes to Chinese scroll.
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Scenc 3: The Angels & Mary

Narrator 1: So Zechariah's wife, Elizabeth, conceived a son.
Zechariah helps Elizabeth “waddle” to the Presider's chair.

Narrator 1: In the sixth month of her pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a maiden named Mary.

Player rings bowl bells

as Gabriel appears (with Rank 1 & 2 Angels)and moves down the solea and center aisle of the rotunda
to greet Mary at the Chinese Scroll. When angels are in place, bells stop and Angels boom.

Gabriels & Rank 1 & 2 Angels: ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’

Mary faints in terror.
Gabriels: ‘Do not be afraid, Mary,.
Several angels go 10 Mary and prop her up.
Gabriels: You have found favour with God.
Gabriel 2: You will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
Gabriel 1: and you will name him Jesus.
Gabriel 2: He will be great,
Gabriel 1: and will be called the Son of the Most High,
Gabriel 2: and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
Gabriel 1: He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever,
Gabriels: and of his kingdom there will be no end.’
Mary: ‘This...This...This is unbelievable....inconceivable! 1'm a faithful girl, but I'm only a girl!’
Gabriels: ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
Gabriel 1: therefore the child to be born will be holy;
Gabriel 2: he will be called Son of God.
Gabriel 1: What's more, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;
Gabriel 2: and she is in her sixth month of pregnancy.
Gabriels: For nothing will be impossible with God.”
Mary: ‘Here | am. I'm the Lord's servant. Let it be with me, just as you've said.’

Narrator 1: So Mary set out and traveled with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, to the house
of Zechariah and Elizabeth.

Singers sing: The Angel Gabriel
Angels and Mary Dance
Verse 1: Angels circle Rotunda, then come down center aisle to greet Mary and Scroll

Verse 2: Angels “pass” Mary down the center aisle to the edge of the Solea



Verse 3: Angels form a triangle formation behind Mary

Verse 4: Angels escort Mary up the Solea, then depart and return to wait at Chinese Scroll
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Scene 4: Visitation of Mary & Elizabeth

Narrator 2: So Mary arrived at the home of Zechariah and Elizabeth.

Mary: Greetings, sister!

Elizabeth startles, as baby kicks. She puts her hand to her belly and jerks to her feet and goes to center
of solea to meet Mary.

Narrator 2: When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit .

Elizabeth: ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Blessed is she who believed that there would be a

fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’
Mary: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord! My spirit rejoices in God, my Savior!™

Mary & Elizabeth take hands, spin around, then embrace.

CANTOR: I invite all women and girls to take out your colored insert and open it to # 49 “My
Soul Proclaims”. Remain seated, as all the women sing together the Song of Mary: “My Soul

Proclaims.”
As the women of the congregation sing the Magnificat, Mary & Elizabeth dance together:

Then Elizabeth refurns fo the presider’s chair w/Zechariah and Baby John.
Mary goes to wait at the Kitchen door.
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Scene 5: Birth & Naming of John

Narrator 2: 3 months later the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her
neighbours and relatives came and they rejoiced with her.

Neighbors enter from either side. They pantomime enthusiastic congratulations.

Narrator 2: After 8 days it was time to name the child.

Neighbor 1 (Anya): Surely you will call him Zechariah, after his father?

Elizabeth: “No; he is to be called John.’

Neighbor 2 (Maxine): John!?

Neighbor 3 (Gabrielle): But none of your relatives has this name!

Neighbor 1 (Anya) : Zechariah, talk some sense into your wife!

Neighbor 2 (Maxine) : Yeah, Zechariah, what do you want to name your son?

Zechariah (signs): His name is John.

Neighbor 3 (Gabrielle): What?

Zechariah (signs): His name is John.

Neighbor 2 (Maxine): For heaven's sake, Zack! No-one can understand what you're saying!
Neighbor 1 (Anya): (To Elizabeth) Get him a writing tablet!

Someone hands Zechariah a white board and marker. Zechariah quickly scribbles “John" and holds it
up. Elizabeth looks at the tablet, raises her eyebrows like “I told you so” and announces.

Elizabeth: His name is John.

Narrator 1: Immediately Zechariah's mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to sing,
praising God.

Zechariah: Blessed are you, O Lord our God! You have come to your people and set them free!

CANTOR: I invite all men and boys to take out your colored insert and open it to # 47 “Blessed
are you, O Lord our God”. Remain seated, as all the men sing together the Song of Zechariah:

“Blessed are you, O Lord our God”

As the men sing:
Zechariah dances down the center aisle (followed by Elizabeth & Baby John?) then goes to wait at

Chapel door.
Neighbors go to wait at vestry door.
Joseph goes to wait at the Chinese scroll.
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Scene 6a : Mary & Joseph travel to Bethlehem

Narrator 2: In those days a decree went out from the Roman Emperor that all the world should be
registered. All went to their own towns to be registered.

Joseph walks from Chinese Scroll to the waist of the church, Mary walks from kitchen door to the waist
of the church.

Narrator 1: A man named Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city
of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.

Joseph and Mary greet one another.
Narrator 2: He went to be registered with Mary, the young maiden of Nazareth, for they were engaged
to be married. She was expecting the birth of her first child any day.

CANTOR: Open your books to #5, “Once in Royal David's City.” We'll sing verses 1-3. Remain
seated at sing #5, “Once in Royal David's City.” Verses 1-3.

As the congregation sings,
Stagehand covers presider's chair in burlap.
Mary & Joseph meet travel together to the Presider's Chair.
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Scene 6b: Jesus is Born

Narrator 2: While Mary & Joseph were still in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary's baby to be born.
Surrounded by crowds, yet so alone. So far from home, and friends, and family.

Narrator 1: But, ready or not, new life comes forth. So Mary gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them even in

an inn,

CANTOR: Open your books to #12 “What Child is This?” Remain seated at sing #12, “What
Child is This?”

While the congregarion sings, Midwife" (Mother) brings the baby Jesus to Mary & Joseph.
During Verse 3, Shepherds and Sheep take their places near the end of the solea.
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Words. Willam Chatterton Dix (1837.1898) Music: Greensleeves, English melody. harm. Christmas Corols New and Old, 1871
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Scene 7: Angels meet Shepherds and Sheep

Narrator 1: In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night.

Shepherds strike a series of 4 poses, repeated 3x as Player plays woodsticks:

1,23, 4+4a

L2 34+a

1, 2.3
Narrator 1: Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them

Player rings bowl bells as Gabriel uppears (with ALL angels), and moves from Chinese scroll to the
waist of the church. Once angels are in their places, bells stop and angels boom:

Gabriel & All Angels: ‘Do not be afraid!”

Shepherds and sheep turn and fall to their faces in terror.
Angels go to prop up sheep and shepherds.

Gabriel 1: 1 am bringing you good news

Gabriel 2 of great joy

Gabriels: for all the people:
Gabriel 1: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,

Gabriel 2: who is the Messiah,
Gabriels: the Lord.

Shepherd 1 (Rosie): This...this...this is...
Shepherd 2 (Aidan) : inconceivable!
Shepherd 3 (Alexandra): unbelievable!

Gabriels: This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.’

Shepherd 1 (Rosie): I'm a faithful shepherd...

Shepherds 2 & 3 (Aidan & Alexandra): But I'm only a shepherd!

Gabriels; (booming) Glory to

Gabriels & All Angels: (booming) Glory to God in the Highest!
Gabriels: (hooming) Peace 1o all

Gabricls & All Angels: (booming) Peace to all People on Earth!
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All Sheep: Baaaaaaa!

Shepherd 1(Aidan): Let's go to Bethlehem...

Shepherd 2 (Alexandra): Let's go now...

Shepherd 3 (Rosie): Let's go see for ourselves this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made

known to us!
CANTOR: Turn in your books to #1, “O Come all ye Faithful.” Remain seated and sing #1.

While the people sing,
the Entire Cast (including singers & narrators) processes around the rotunda and up the center aisle to
take their places at the manger.
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Words: Adeste fidiles, atz. john Francis Wade (1711-1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906. Words: John Francis Wade.
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Scene 8: Finale: Jesus is named
Joseph (with gentle humor): 1 guess we have one more name to add to the census, now. (renderly)
Mary.... what shall we call him?

Mary: His name...is Jesus.

Zechariah (fouching someone and gesturing to the baby, then signs and sqys in awe): Light!
(touching someone else and gesturing to the baby, then signs and says with tenderness) Light!
(gesturing 1o the entire congregation, then to the baby, then signs and declares with reverence and

delight) And there was light!

Narrator 1: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

And all who received him received the light, and the power to become children of God.

Narrator 2: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness shall not overcome it.

Cast Song: This Little Light of Mine .
Entire cast sings and signs this final song...inviting the congregation to join in the final verse (s).

Immediately following the song, the deacon bids the congregation to stand and join in the Lord's
Prayer. Petitions are bid by members of the pageant cast.

The Lord's Prayer & Prayers...



